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Former Robinson resident Jack Munos, who was flown to the United States from Port-au-Prince 
immediately after the devastating Jan. 12 earthquake for medical treatment, wants to return.

Munos, 60, and his wife, the Rev. Jeanne Acheson-Munos, were missionaries in Haiti. They fell in love 
with the island nation and its people.

The quake tore down the multistory building where the Munoses lived — while they were inside. Jack 
survived, but Jeanne, who was 61, did not.

Jack Munos pulls out letters and other items sent to him since he survived the Haiti earthquake. 
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Munos is staying with his younger brother, Jim, in Waco. He suffered nerve damage in his legs and feet 
during the crash. And he’s still experiencing the mental anguish that comes with losing a loved one.

“I had prayed for two things: that she be found, and that her death was quick,” he said. “I didn’t want 
her suffering.”

Jeanne was found four days after the quake.

She’s now buried beside another mission building in Haiti next to three fellow missionaries who died in 
the quake, Munos said, pulling out four photos of the site.

Coping remains a daily struggle.

“There are times I still don’t believe it’s real,” he said. “It’s like this can’t be — I can’t lose her that 
quickly. And yet the reality becomes more evident every day.”



Munos said he’s been reluctant to speak in depth publicly about his experience, “out of respect for 
Jeanne.”

“I really did respect her as a person, not only as my wife,” he said.

Munos described “her passion for the country and the people down there, and bringing about the 
kingdom of God to Haiti.”

The couple, who ran Robinson’s Rocket Cafe in the 1980s, first visited Haiti in 1997. They lived there 
full time for the past 3 1/2 years as part of a mission organized by the Free Methodist Church.

The church has its headquarters in Indianapolis, where the couple did previous missionary work. Their 
33-year-old son lives in Indianapolis.

Munos said the church has long-term plans to help Haiti and its citizens.

“I want to go back and work with the teams that come down for construction and continue to teach at 
the (mission’s) Bible school,” he said.

He said he also wants to continue educating Haitians about solar cookers — boxes that heat to between 
250 and 300 degrees and are used to prepare food.

It’s difficult to wean Haitians off cooking using charcoal and wood, which are quicker when it comes to 
heating food, he said.

But, environmentally, the new method has benefits.

He said, “If we keep stripping the land like we’ve been doing, we won’t have any wood to cut down.”

Jan. 12
Munos described the moment the tremor hit, as he and Jeanne were on the top floor of the mission 
building.

“I stepped out into the doorway of the closet and Jeanne stepped into the doorway of the office, and it 
was like I saw this light around her — this glow,” he said.

He saw her for a few brief seconds before the building collapsed.

The building’s supports gave way, and floor below him caved. But he said he can’t recall the final 
impact.

“Apparently, I got knocked out because the next thing remember, I’m waking up and I’m bleeding from 
my head, and my legs are pinned back behind me,” Munos said.

When the dust settled, he could see light peering into the pile of wreckage “through a cavelike 
opening.” He estimated he was about 30 feet into the pile of concrete.

Men worked in two-person shifts trying to pull a beam off his legs, but during the lengthy process 
Munos said he didn’t know if he would make it.

“At one point, I did pretty much give up,” he said. “I took off my cross and wrapped it around my 
hands so that when I was found, I’d still be hanging on to the cross.”

By the time he was freed, the United Nations Hospital, where fellow missionaries had been taken 
earlier in the day, was full.



A hospital staffer in Florida bought Jack Munos, a Haiti earthquake survivor, the pair of shoes he’s 
holding. He arrived for treatment in bare feet. 
Rod Aydelotte/Waco Tribune-Herald

The missionary’s doctor talked hospital staffers “into letting me have some morphine and an IV drip, so 
we started that at the parking lot of the U.S. Embassy,” he said.

After 10 hours on a table at the embassy, Munos was flown to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. His leg was in 
bad shape, and he had been advised while waiting on treatment that the limb might have to be 
amputated, he said.

“They probably saved my leg, if not my life,” he said of the doctors at the military base.

Worldly possessions
Munos still has the cross he wore during the earthquake, but not much else.

“I had on the jeans, which were cut up, and a shirt on, and that was about it. And I got rid of those 
things as quick as I could because they were covered in blood, and I didn’t want them around,” he said.

While undergoing additional treatment at North Broward Medical Center in Florida, a staffer asked him 
if he needed help putting on his shoes. He said he didn’t have any.

“Your life is very simplified at that point,” he said.

Munos has gotten some help when it comes to essentials. Knowing that Munos would start rehab soon, 
a hospital staffer bought him sneakers and workout pants.

His brother and his brother’s wife put him up in Waco. And Munos has received enough cards to fill a 
big box or — as he tested — to completely cover the floor of his bedroom.

Finding normalcy
Munos is resolute about returning to Haiti.

In about two weeks, he will meet with mission organizers and psychologists in Indianapolis “to see if 
I’m stable enough to get back out and get busy again.”

He said he doesn’t know if the church will send him back. If it doesn’t, he hopes he’ll be allowed to 
start speaking about his experience at churches.

At the forefront of Munos’ mind, though, is the mission to rebuild Haiti — its infrastructure and spirit.

“It’s going to take a long time to get back to any semblance of normalcy,” he said.
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